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SECRET STATE 005848 

NODIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, KS, US 

SUBJECT: HOUSE ETHICS COMMITTEE ASKS DEPARTMENT TO 
NEGOTIATE CONGRESSIONAL ACCESS TO TONGSUN PARK 

SEOUL FOR AMBASSADOR SNEIDER AND DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 
CIVILETTI 

TOKYO FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY HOLBROOKE 

1 . ON JANUARY 4 AND 5, THE DEPARTMENT RECEIVED LETTERS 
FROM HOUSE ETHICS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN JOHN FLYNT, RANKING 
MINORITY MEMBER FLOYD SPENCE, AND COMMITTEE CHIEF COUNSEL 
LEON JAWORSKI EXPRESSING DISPLEASURE WITH THE RECENTLY 
CONCLUDED AGREEMENT TO GAIN TONGSUN PARK'S TESTIMONY FOR 
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JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TRIALS. BUT CONCLUDING WITH A REQUEST 
THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE OBTAIN SIMILAR AGREEMENT WITH 
THE ROKG FOR TONGSUN PARK TO TESTIFY BEFORE THE HOUSE ETHICS 
COMMITTEE. 

2. WE HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY CONSIDERING HOW BEST TO BE 
RESPONSIVE TO THIS REQUEST IN AN EFFECTIVE MANNER AND AT 
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THE SAME TIME NOT ENDANGER THE IMPORTANT JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 
INTERROGATIONS OF TONGSUN PARK NOW ABOUT TO GET UNDERWAY. 

OUR PLAN, ON WHICH WE SEEK YOUR VIEWS AND COMMENTS, PARTI- 
CULARLY AS TO EFFECT ON KOREAN GOVERNMENT AND TONGSUN 
PARK COOPERATION WITH BOTH JUSTICE AND CONGRESS, IS AS 
FOLLOWS: 

3. MIDWEEK, EITHER WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY, DEPARTMENT 
WOULD DELIVER RESPONSE TO FLYNT/SPENCE LETTERS. RESPONSE 
WOULD EXPRESS OUR DESIRE TO BE AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE TO 
COMMITTEE S NEEDS AND WOULD SUGGEST MEETING PROMPTLY AFTER 
FLYNT'S RETURN TO WASHINGTON OR EARLIER IF DESIRED BY 
COMMITTEE TO DISCUSS PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF COMMITTEE S NEEDS 
AND HOW WE CAN BEST ASSIST. WE WOULD SEEK IN LETTER TO 

BEGIN TO LAY GROUNDWORK FOR COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF SOME 
OF SAME ISSUES (SUCH AS SCOPE OF INTERROGATION) WHICH WERE 
SO CRITICAL TO OUR ABILITY TO CONCLUDE THE PRESENT UNDER- 
STANDING. FURTHER PROGRESS IN FOCUSSING ON THE PRACTICAL 
ISSUES AND STEPS WHICH CAN MAKE FEASIBLE TONGSUN PARK’S 
APPEARANCE ON THE HILL COULD BE MADE IN THE MEETING WE 
ENVISION. ON QUESTION OF TIMING, WE EXPECT THAT FLYNT 
WILL BE RETURNING TO WASHINGTON SOMETIME OVER THIS WEEKEND 
SO THAT MEETING WOULD PROBABLY TAKE PLACE TOWARD MIDDLE OR 
LATTER PART OF NEXT WEEK AFTER WE HAVE AT LEAST EARLY 
IDEA OF HOW INTERROGATION IN SEOUL IS PROCEEDING AND HOPE- 
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FULLY AFTER CIVILETTI HAS RETURNED AND CAN PARTICIPATE IN 
MEETING. 

4. PARALLEL TO DEPARTMENT S LETTER TO FLYNT, DEPARTMENT 
LEGAL ADVISER HANSELL WOULD TELEPHONE JAWORSKI IN 
RESPONSE TO JAWORSKI'S LETTER TO HANSELL OF JANUARY 4. 

HANSELL WOULD INFORM JAWORSKI THAT DEPARTMENT IS DELIVER- 
ING LETTER TO FLYNT AND WOULD EXPLAIN SUBSTANCE OF 
RESPONSE AND OUR DESIRE TO BE AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE TO 
COMMITTEE. HANSELL WOULD ALERT JAWORSKI TO THE NEED FOR 
HIM TO CONSIDER PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF COMMITTEE'S REQUIRE- 
MENTS ALONG ABOVE LINES AND WOULD ADD THAT WE ARE ALSO 
SEEKING ADVICE OF AMBASSADOR IN SEOUL AS TO HOW BEST TO 
PROCEED, POINTING OUT THAT COURSE OF NEXT FEW DAYS AND 
HOPEFULLY SMOOTH BEGINNING OF JUSTICE INTERROGATION 
SHOULD GIVE US SOME BETTER BASIS FOR PLANNING NEXT STEPS. 

WHILE HANSELL WOULD NOT INITIATE PROPOSAL FOR MEETING WITH 
JAWORSKI IN ADVANCE OF MEETING WITH FLYNT PROPOSED IN 
DEPARTMENT S LETTER DESCRIBED IN PRECEDING PARA, OBVIOUSLY 
IF JAWORSKI ASKS FOR EARLIER MEETING WITH DEPARTMENT, WE 
WILL AGREE. IN THAT EVENT, WE WOULD SEEK AT MEETING TO 

GET A BETTER IDEA OF WHAT JAWORSKI CONSIDERS NECESSARY 
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AND ACCOMPLISH WHAT WE CAN ON PRACTICAL ISSUES OUTLINED 
ABOVE AND WOULD EXPLAIN THAT WE CAN GIVE HIM MORE INFORMED 
VIEWS WHEN WE HAVE HAD BENEFIT OF CIVILETTI'S EXPERIENCE 
IN SEOUL. 

5. AS STATED ABOVE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY COMMENT YOU 
MAY HAVE. WE WILL CABLE SEPTEL OUR PROPOSED SUBSTANTIVE 
REPLY TO THE CONGRESS TO EMBASSY SEOUL TO REVIEW PRIOR 
TO DELIVERY. 

6. WE ARE AWARE THAT ENTIRE TONGSUN PARK ARRANGEMENT 
NOW HANGS ON THE ROKG BEING ABLE TO DELIVER ON ITS COMMIT- 
MENT THAT TONGSUN PARK WILL TESTIFY TRUTHFULLY. ASSUMING 
THIS OCCURS, WE CAN BEGIN TO BUILD ON THAT REALITY AND 
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DISSIPATE SOME OF THE SKEPTICISM WHICH HAS WASHED OVER US 
THIS PAST WEEK. IN DISCUSSIONS WITH ROK EMBASSY HERE, 

WE CONTINUE TO MAKE PLAIN THAT THE CONGRESSIONAL NEED TO 
HAVE ACCESS TO TONGSUN PARK MUST AT SOME STAGE BE MET. 

WE HAVE FOUND THE EMBASSY TO BE SYMPATHETIC TO THAT REQUIRE- 
MENT, BUT ALSO CLEARLY ALERT TO THE NEED TO ADDRESS 
PRACTICAL MATTERS RATHER THAN ESCALATE PUBLIC RHETORIC 
IF THAT IS TO BE POSSIBLE. AMBASSADOR KIM REPORTEDLY 
HAS BEEN COUNSELING PATIENCE AND THE AVOIDANCE BY SEOUL OF 
ANY RETORT TO THE PROVOCATIVE HEADLINES WHICH HAVE BEEN 
GENERATED BY JAWORSKI HERE. WE BELIEVE THIS IS EXACTLY 
THE RIGHT APPROACH. VANCE 
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TO WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 005848 

NODIS 

FOR BRZEZINSKI ONLY 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM SECSTATE WASHDC DATED JANUARY 10, 
1978 SENT SEOUL INFO TOKYO IS REPEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 

SECRET STATE 005848 

NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, KS, US 

SUBJECT: HOUSE ETHICS COMMITTEE ASKS DEPARTMENT TO 
NEGOTIATE CONGRESSIONAL ACCESS TO TONGSUN PARK 

SEOUL FOR AMBASSADOR SNEIDER AND DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 
CIVILETTI 

TOKYO FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY HOLBROOKE 

1 . ON JANUARY 4 AND 5, THE DEPARTMENT RECEIVED LETTERS 
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FROM HOUSE ETHICS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN JOHN FLYNT, RANKING 
MINORITY MEMBER FLOYD SPENCE, AND COMMITTEE CHIEF COUNSEL 
LEON JAWORSKI EXPRESSING DISPLEASURE WITH THE RECENTLY 
CONCLUDED AGREEMENT TO GAIN TONGSUN PARK'S TESTIMONY FOR 
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TRIALS, BUT CONCLUDING WITH A REQUEST 
THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE OBTAIN SIMILAR AGREEMENT WITH 
THE ROKG FOR TONGSUN PARK TO TESTIFY BEFORE THE HOUSE ETHICS 
COMMITTEE. 

2. WE HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY CONSIDERING HOW BEST TO BE 
RESPONSIVE TO THIS REQUEST IN AN EFFECTIVE MANNER AND AT 

THE SAME TIME NOT ENDANGER THE IMPORTANT JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 
INTERROGATIONS OF TONGSUN PARK NOW ABOUT TO GET UNDERWAY. 

OUR PLAN, ON WHICH WE SEEK YOUR VIEWS AND COMMENTS, PARTI- 
CULARLY AS TO EFFECT ON KOREAN GOVERNMENT AND TONGSUN 
PARK COOPERATION WITH BOTH JUSTICE AND CONGRESS, IS AS 
FOLLOWS: 

3. MIDWEEK, EITHER WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY, DEPARTMENT 
WOULD DELIVER RESPONSE TO FLYNT/SPENCE LETTERS. RESPONSE 
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WOULD EXPRESS OUR DESIRE TO BE AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE TO 
COMMITTEE S NEEDS AND WOULD SUGGEST MEETING PROMPTLY AFTER 
FLYNT'S RETURN TO WASHINGTON OR EARLIER IF DESIRED BY 
COMMITTEE TO DISCUSS PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF COMMITTEE S NEEDS 
AND HOW WE CAN BEST ASSIST. WE WOULD SEEK IN LETTER TO 
BEGIN TO LAY GROUNDWORK FOR COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF SOME 
OF SAME ISSUES (SUCH AS SCOPE OF INTERROGATION) WHICH WERE 
SO CRITICAL TO OUR ABILITY TO CONCLUDE THE PRESENT UNDER- 
STANDING. FURTHER PROGRESS IN FOCUSSING ON THE PRACTICAL 
ISSUES AND STEPS WHICH CAN MAKE FEASIBLE TONGSUN PARK’S 
APPEARANCE ON THE HILL COULD BE MADE IN THE MEETING WE 
ENVISION. ON QUESTION OF TIMING, WE EXPECT THAT FLYNT 
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WILL BE RETURNING TO WASHINGTON SOMETIME OVER THIS WEEKEND 
SO THAT MEETING WOULD PROBABLY TAKE PLACE TOWARD MIDDLE OR 
LATTER PART OF NEXT WEEK AFTER WE HAVE AT LEAST EARLY 
IDEA OF HOW INTERROGATION IN SEOUL IS PROCEEDING AND HOPE- 
FULLY AFTER CIVILETTI HAS RETURNED AND CAN PARTICIPATE IN 
MEETING. 

4. PARALLEL TO DEPARTMENT S LETTER TO FLYNT, DEPARTMENT 
LEGAL ADVISER HANSELL WOULD TELEPHONE JAWORSKI IN 
RESPONSE TO JAWORSKI'S LETTER TO HANSELL OF JANUARY 4. 

HANSELL WOULD INFORM JAWORSKI THAT DEPARTMENT IS DELIVER- 
ING LETTER TO FLYNT AND WOULD EXPLAIN SUBSTANCE OF 
RESPONSE AND OUR DESIRE TO BE AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE TO 
COMMITTEE. HANSELL WOULD ALRT JAWORSKI TO THE NEED FOR 
HIM TO CONSIDER PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF COMMITTEE'S REQUIRE- 
MENTS ALONG ABOVE LINES AND WOULD ADD THAT WE ARE ALSO 
SEEKING ADVICE OF AMBASSADOR IN SEOUL AS TO HOW BEST TO 
PROCEED, POINTING OUT THAT COURSE OF NEXT FEW DAYS AND 
HOPEFULLY SMOOTH BEGINNING OF JUSTICE INTERROGATION 
SHOULD GIVE US SOME BETTER BASIS FOR PLANNING NEXT STEPS. 

WHILE HANSELL WOULD NOT INITIATE PROPOSAL FOR MEETING WITH 
JAWORSKI IN ADVANCE OF MEETING WITH FLYNT PROPOSED IN 
DEPARTMENT S LETTER DESCRIBED IN PRECEDING PARA, OBVIOUSLY 
IF JAWORSKI ASKS FOR EARLIER MEETING WITH DEPARTMENT, WE 
WILL AGREE. IN THAT EVENT, WE WOULD SEEK AT MEETING TO 

GET A BETTER IDEA OF WHAT JAWORSKI CONSIDERS NECESSARY 
AND ACCOMPLISH WHAT WE CAN ON PRACTICAL ISSUES OUTLINED 
ABOVE AND WOULD EXPLAIN THAT WE CAN GIVE HIM MORE INFORMED 
VIEWS WHEN WE HAVE HAD BENEFIT OF CIVILETTI'S EXPERIENCE 
IN SEOUL. 

5. AS STATED ABOVE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY COMMENT YOU 
MAY HAVE. WE WILL CABLE SEPTEL OUR PROPOSED SUBSTANTIVE 
REPLY TO THE CONGRESS TO EMBASSY SEOUL TO REVIEW PRIOR 
TO DELIVERY. 
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6. WE ARE AWARE THAT ENTIRE TONGSUN PARK ARRANGEMENT 
NOW HANGS ON THE ROKG BEING ABLE TO DELIVER ON ITS COMMIT- 
MENT THAT TONGSUN PARK WILL TESTIFY TRUTHFULLY. ASSUMING 
THIS OCCURS, WE CAN BEGIN TO BUILD ON THAT REALITY AND 
DISSIPATE SOME OF THE SKEPTICISM WHICH HAS WASHED OVER US 
THIS PAST WEEK. IN DISCUSSIONS WITH ROK EMBASSY HERE, 

WE CONTINUE TO MAKE PLAIN THAT THE CONGRESSIONAL NEED TO 
HAVE ACCESS TO TONGSUN PARK MUST AT SOME STAGE BE MET. 

WE HAVE FOUND THE EMBASSY TO BE SYMPATHETIC TO THAT REQUIRE- 
MENT, BUT ALSO CLEARLY ALERT TO THE NEED TO ADDRESS 
PRACTICAL MATTERS RATHER THAN ESCALATE PUBLIC RHETORIC 
IF THAT IS TO BE POSSIBLE. AMBASSADOR KIM REPORTEDLY 
HAS BEEN COUNSELING PATIENCE AND THE AVOIDANCE BY SEOUL OF 
ANY RETORT TO THE PROVOCATIVE HEADLINES WHICH HAVE BEEN 
GENERATED BY JAWORSKI HERE. WE BELIEVE THIS IS EXACTLY 
THE RIGHT APPROACH. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BRIBERY, US CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS, CAT-B 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 10 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE005848 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RRICH:L/EA:EVERVILLE:FLW 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: P8401 48-2276 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 80/aaaacpps.tel 

Line Count: 300 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 8ea8eae4-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 6 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3800507 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: HOUSE ETHICS COMMITTEE AKS DEPARTMENT TO NEGOTIATE CONGRESSIONAL ACCESS TO TONGSUN PARK 
TAGS: PGOV, KS, US, (TONGSUN PARK) 

To: SEOUL TOKYO 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8ea8eae4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



